
Turf Talk… Snow Mold 

In our case, the snow mold has shifted its affects on the grass until later in 
the winter.  That means traditionally, we do not see any signs until February 
or March.  Five years ago we were treating for snow mold into late May.   

If we treat in the fall (traditionally late November to late December) the 
product will run it's course and be ineffective when we start to see any signs 
of the disease.  So in the past 5 years of so I have only treated in the late 
spring to hit any active disease and pre treat for any spring/summer diseases. 

Last year, with the open snowless winter we saw no 
disease.  The year before we had enough days with-
out snow and drier conditions that I didn't need to 
treat as well.  In the last 5 years we have had so few 
areas of disease that I didn't need to do much more 
that wait for warm weather and let the grass grow 
out of the problem. 

Here is what I look for...  round patches with a pink ring and a white/grey center.  The pink stuff can infect 
at temperatures as high as 50º.  Even though it is called snow mold, high humidity and proper weather con-
ditions without snow we can get pink snow mold.  If we do get hit (like we did in 2010 on #17 green)  we 
will just verticut and fertilize and the grass will grow out of it as the weather warms. 

 

 

 

Then just to confuse things there is also Grey Snow Mold.  This hap-
pens with a long run of snow cover.  We have seen very few patches 
of Grey since we usually have several melts throughout the winter.  If 
we do get this we go out and treat it immediately.  The recovery is 
very slow.  So, we are in heavy snow cover right now but there is a 
forecast for a thaw next week.  At that 
point I will go out and see what is de-
veloping. 
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