
Bunkers Scheduled for 2012 Update: 
 
Hello, This is the first update form the bunker renovation schedule of 2012.  We have com-
pleted 6 and have 2 more being worked on and a greater understanding of several others.  I 
listed the plans and anticipated problems for each by hole number last year, updates are in 
RED.  I will attach the 2013 additions to the plan later in the season.  Thanks to Google Earth 
and Photo Deluxe there are attached pictures of my artist renderings. 
 
Location:  #1  Fairway, Pot bunker on the left.  First one. 
Plan:  Grass...PROGRESS:   COMPLETED 
Anticipated Problems:  Slope:  We will probably have significant work to do changing the 
grade of the slope so the sides will not exceed 20º.  (That is the limit listed on the golf cart 
manual.)  If we can not reach that angle we will sod it in but 
will need to keep it roped off to vehicle traffic.  My guess is 
that someone will drive through it even if you promise you 
won’t.  (You do have a history of driving where you are not 
suppose to {See 2-28-12 post.}.)   
Drainage:  No major problems anticipated after we clean the 
base, check for grade, flush the line, add a catch basin, and 
give it a final float for sod.  
 
Location:  #1  Fairway, Pot bunker on the left.  Second 
one. 
Plan:  Grass...PROGRESS:   COMPLETED 
Anticipated Problems:  Like the song ‘Henry the Eighth’  
Second verse same as the first. 
 
Location:  #2 Right Greenside  I know,  You have been wondering why I haven’t done 
anything about this pain years past. 
Plan:  Sand...PROGRESS:   COMPLETED 
Anticipated Problems:  Drainage, Drainage, Drainage:  Here is why...Several years ago we did 
a test dig to see what it would take to fix the drainage problems in that PITA bunker.   Here is 
what we found out.  One, the drainage is 2.5 feet below the base of that bunker.  That means 
that, if you lay on your stomach and stick your arm down full length you will get to touch the 
top of the pipe!  Second, the drainage grains into the pond.  Normally good since ponds are 
lower than the surrounding and adjacent lands.  Except that in this instance the water elevation 
is actually 6 inches above the height of the drainage pipe.  So, as you lay on your stomach in 
the bottom of the bunker on the right side of number two and golf balls are bouncing off your 
back, you get to touch the pipe that is under 6 inches of water.  You will not see the pipe, you 
will just get to touch it and get wet fingers. 
To Solve:  I will have to trench a completely new line across the right side of the hole to day-
light it at the edge of the pond.  We may possibly have to raise the bottom of the bunker like 
we did to bunker #60 on #16 fairway.  (Hence, why you should read…”Tale of Two Bunkers.” 



 
Location:  #2 Left Greenside   
Plan:  Sand & Sod   
Anticipated Problems:  Most likely drainage as it ties into the 
very same pond as described in #2 right greenside bunker.  We 
have not decided what we are going to sod yet if it is going to 
be the front or the back side.  I just know the completed bunker 
will make it easier to mow with our existing equipment.  
The left side shape has been changed with a new photo 
coming.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Location:  #5  Fairway   First Center 
Plan:  Grass 
Anticipated Problems:  Drainage:  Right 
now it drains very slow.  Most of the rea-
son is that the bottom of that bunker is 
about the same height as the drain that it 
connects into.  (Just for trivia...it drains 
into the very small catch basin directly in 
front of the bunker in question.)  We will 
have to expose the bunker drain and shoot 
the grade to see what we need to do to get 
it to ‘Run Downhill’.  We may have to dig 
a new line or raise the entire bunker to 
new heights to get it to fall correctly.  In 
any case I believe the bunker slope may be 
at an angle where no major grade work will be needed.  We are actually working on the sec-
ond fairway bunker first and then returning to the first center bunker. 
 
 
 
Location:  #6 Fairway Bunker second on the left.  The 
first has been turned into grass. 
Plan:  Sand & Sod...PROGRESS:   COMPLETED 
Anticipated Problems:  None really, Once we get the silty 
sand out and the drainage flushed and set back to grade we 
just have to decide how to reshape the greenside slope to 
make it easier to maintain.  We will get rid of the flash ups 
and turn a cape into a nose but it’s all good. 



 
Location:  #10 Fairway Left,  The big one up by the green. 
Plan:  Grass  (actually seed)...PROGRESS:   COMPLETED 
Anticipated Problems:  Time it takes for the seed to germinate and be-
come a playable surface.  Anticipated time 12-20 weeks.  We will re-
move the sand check the drains, add a couple of catch basins.  At that 
time I will decide how to reshape the sides to make it easier on our 
mowers to cut the fairway side and leave the back side to go ‘Natural’.  
The shape seems to lend itself to just running the tractor rototiller 
around the sides, final raking, seeding and then hydro-mulching.  Grow-
ing time, and open for play.  Most likely 2013. 
 
 
Location:  #11 Greenside 
Plan:  Grass 
Anticipated Problems:  Drainage, I know by now that must be a shocker.  But, when we were 
growing in the course, we had to dig up and repair the drainage ex-
iting that bunker in three different locations.  The lines were 
crushed by contractor construction traffic.  The second problem I 
see is where we have the opportunity to drain the bunker.  I believe 
it actually goes to the depression (or old stream bed) behind the 
green.  We will have to shoot the grade to determine if we need to 
raise the bottom of the bunker to accommodate a new drain.  Then 
we have the next problem of crossing the main line irrigation that 
goes to 12 and 13 as well as 11 green. 
Drainage is still the main concern as well as the greenside 
shape. 
 
 
Location:  #15 Greenside Right 
Plan:  Sand & Sod...PROGRESS:   COMPLETED 
Anticipated Problems: Few if any.  The bunker is high so the drain should have good flow to 
the bottom of the hill.  Once the contaminated sand is removed and the drain is flushed and re-
set all we need to do is tie in where we want the sod and where we want the sand to go.  See 
#15 Bunker renovation for more information.   
 
Location:  #15 Greenside Left. 
Plan:  Sand & Sod 
Anticipated Problems:  Just gonna repeat the same stuff as the right side of #15, so if you read 
down to here you get the jest of what is going on.  Actually, if you have made it to this point 
you really need to come play golf or come work for me, you are now qualified to do bunker 
work as well as the original contractor.  See #15 Bunker renovation for more information.  No 
anticipated changes except the time it will take since it is “In Play all of the time.” 


