
Weed Woes 
 
Many of you are wondering why the weeds are so bad and what when we are going to spray, 
and actually why we haven’t sprayed yet. 
 
Here is some information for what I an doing.  To start, I have been working on the sprayer for 
the last two days and it seems that I have it repaired.  When I sprayed the last batch of product 
on the soon to be the chipping course I had a pump fail and it had to be replace.  Even though I 
replaced it with a warranty pump it did not work as the old one did.  To make a long story short 
after two days of changing pumps it is now working and ready to start spraying.   
 
For the wonderful weed explosion and how I decide to spray I use a Growing Degree Day 
model from Michigan State University Turfgrass.  Growing Degree Day models predict what 
should be happening with the turfgrass based on accumulated growing temperatures.  In short 
it takes a lot of information and puts them on a graph and helps me predict what I need to do 
next.  I will show you two pictures for comparison.  The first is Yesterday and the second is 
from the same date in 2011.  What you will see is two very different years. 

 
The left chart show that 
this year we are just start-
ing the temperature range 
to use the Amine formula-
tion for weed control.  
Even though I could have 
applied it a few weeks ago 
the product works best 
when the temperatures are 
a little higher.  I choose this 
formulation because it is 
much safer from burn po-
tential on the turf as well as 
volatization drift (big 
words for vaporization 
drift.)  This effect means 
that I would take a great 
risk of damaging the 
neighborhood plants by ap-
plying this type of product. 
(That would be bad.) 
 
 

 



 
 
Now look at where we 
were last year on the same 
date.  We were at a tem-
perature where we would 
not have been applying 
anything to be effective.  
Our normal time frame for 
applying broadleaf control 
for maximum effectiveness 
is third week of May.  As 
you can see we are well 
ahead of that by about 5 
weeks.  By being 5 weeks 
early on everything, we are 
just not ready with the nec-
essary equipment to get the 
products down. 
 
 
 
 
 

So just so you know, I am getting started on spraying (with the winds cooperation) tomorrow 
and will continue for the months to come.  Why months?  I am the only person who is cur-
rently licensed to apply products. 
 
Mark Novotny CGCS 


