
Question:  What will you do about the oil leak damage on #1 and #2 greens? 
Answer:  I have looked at the damage and the most reasonable thing I can 
do is wait it out.  
 
Here is why...The damage is from our greens mower late last sea-
son.  The leak was located in the front underside of the mower motor 
hydraulic hose.   
 

The location was in a place 
where the front of the mower 
blocked the view from the opera-

tor.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The top photo to the right shows the damage 
just after it happened You can see the operator 
is still knocking the clippings off the 
green.  Notice how it is very difficult to 
see the actual oil.   Most hydraulic oil turf 
damage is not from the oil, it is from the 
heat of the oil burning the grass blades.  
The next picture is the same green about 
an hour later.  You are now able to see the 
turf showing signs of damage.   
 
 



The next three photos show number 1 green about an hour after the leak. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The last two photos are about a week later after the grass turned brown from being burnt. 
Now when you look at the damage, for the most part it is in straight lines and very narrow, 
about 3/4" wide.  To try to repair it, I will give you the options and the drawbacks. 

Option 1:  Cut out the damaged areas with our sod cutter.   My sod cutter is 16" wide.  Cut-
ting sod stripes every 5' and hoping they are suitable for putting for the rest of the year is risky. 
 
Option 2:  Smaller Sod cutter about 2" wide.  We have one and it can work for repairs.  The 
repairs are hard to get smooth with the playing surface and would result in a very bumpy 
green.  It only cuts about 1.5" deep and we have seen about 50% of the repair work live 
through the entire season. These repairs tend to wilt and die in the heat of the summer and 
then need to be repaired again in the fall.  



Option 3:  Butcher knife, scratch all, sand and hand tamper.   My first job on a green at my 
first course was what I had minus the hatchet.  It was to remove tree roots that had en-
croached about 30' into the putting surface.  The roots were surfacing killing the grass and 
damaging the greens mowers.  You take the butcher knife and cut a wedge out of the dead 
line (Like how a few years back, Subway used to cut a wedge out of their buns to make their 
sandwiches.) and then pull the sides together with the scratch all, sand the imperfections and 
hand tamp. The tree roots were shorter runs and the damage took all year to recover from 
my work. 
 
Option 4:  I may have to make this one if the tool I have seen won't work.  The goal is to 
aerify just the line.  The plan would be to remove the 5/8" cores and fill them with sand just 
like regular aerification.  The grass would then start to fill in the hole and close up on the 
dead line. 
 
Option 5:  Do normal maintenance.  Verticut mowing in the spring to stimulate lateral 
growth.  Fertilize heavily just before aerification.  Core the green and drag the sand back 
into the green to start the filling process.  Topdress to completely fill the holes.  Fertilize to 
continue the growth before the hot weather hits.  Keep topdressing the green to keep it as 
smooth as possible while the new grass takes over.  
 
Now, understanding that the damage occurred late in the season.  We then aerified and went 
directly into a cold snap (frosty nights).  {This variety of bentgrass stops actively growing 
when it gets frosty.}  I do not believe we have had a reasonable amount of growing time to 
see how long it will take to recover.   So, giving it some warm spring days for it to grow we 
may be pleasantly surprised about how quickly the damage will disappear.   
 
My projection is that it will not be noticeable (except for color) by July 4th 2012. 
 
 

Mark 



 Well it is April 1st and I have a greens update with photos.  On the previous pages you saw 
what had happened last year and I wanted to wait it out instead of doing something drastic or 
crazy.  I am glad I do not panic when mishaps occur because I would be totally nuts by now! 
 
OK, Mid February we had a visitor on number 1 green.  I guess they didn’t like my “wait it out 
strategy” so they decided to drive a car and do a few donuts on the effected green.   

People can be such jerks.    Sooooo… that didn’t help with our plan to have the green grow in 
itself.   But I decided to ‘stay the course’. 
 
On 3-17-12 the green looked pretty much the same as we left it last year except we were able 
to mow out the damage from the jerk attack. 

Since it was an unseasonably warm winter and the forecast was for high temperatures in the 
mid 70’s to 80’s I held my guns and did not change my plans.  I still thought the green would 
recover better if left alone.  (OK, with some additional help from us.)  



On 3-21-12 after a couple of mowings and the warm weather hit I sent Russ and Sam out to fill 
in the lines with dried topdressing sand and smooth the green before I would use the drag mat 
to further disperse the sand. 

After that (the next day)  I had Grant topdress the entire green and I dragged it in again to help 
smooth it out.  We cut it the next day and then fertilized it to get it growing as fast as it could 
without undue stress for the future.  Another drag and just wait for the grass to start growing 
some more. 

Now here we are at April 1st and this is no joke!  Look how far we have come in a short period 
of time! 



The lines are still there but they are growing in nicely.  And here are some close ups from the 
lines… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next step: 
Back to Sam and Russ.  Maybe we should call them RusSam.  They will be out again with 
more topdressing sand.  This time with a soluble starter fertilizer to keep the grass growing 
around the lines.  Then more topdressing, more dragging and this process will continue until 
everything is back to normal.          Or at least until we have another oil leak. 


