
Divots...To Sand or Not to Sand 
 
As we get more players the question is about Divots...To Sand Or Not to Sand.  Well a special 
Thanks to John and Marv’s hard work throughout this Winter divots are getting repaired daily 
even when there is not a player to be seen. 
 
During the frosty months this grass is dormant meaning all of the strength in the crown and 
roots.  The grass is not actively sending new leaves or shoots that makes everything nice and 
green.  Taking a divot at this time of the year and not replacing it means there will be the divot 
well into July or even August.   
 
When you take a divot that has soil, you need to replace every divot.  As usual, soil side 
down and step on it.  I mean really step on it!.  Learn the “Greenkeeper’s Stomp”. The soil that 
is remaining on the ‘pelt’ needs to make firm contact with the underlying soil.  If there is an ‘air 
gap’ the soil and roots will dry out and die. 
 
If you take a shallow divot (with no soil) or scuff the grass where there is no soil visible 
you need to repair it with sand.  The bottles should be filled when you get the carts but if not 
or you run out there are “Divot Sand Boxes” located on the 1st and 10th tees.  Just open the lid 
and refill the bottle yourself. 
 
Filling the scuff with sand is easy but there are some guidelines.  You first want to fill the 
divot full and level.  You then need to step on it so there is no mound of sand.  If there is a 
hump just brush it with your foot when you are stepping down on the sand and you are done. 
 
If you are wondering why the stepping down and no mounds...here is why.  Stepping on the 
sand helps get the air out and make it firmer.  The grass crowns (along with rhizomes and 
stolons) are protected and will start to re-grow.  If you leave a mound, not only will it damage 
the cutting quality of our fairway mowers but it can deflect another players ball. 
 
The USGA has a video of the same info including southern courses at: 
http://www.usga.org/turf/articles/video/divot_etiquette.html 
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